k of political and social cohesion among the tribes 


2. When in the second half of the tenth century the 
eastern part of the Bulgarian Kingdom fell under By- 
zantine rule a long struggle, lasting forty years, was 
stoutly maintained in the west—that is, in Macedonia 
—against Byzantine attacks. The center of this west- 
ern Kingdom was in Macedonia and not in Bulgaria 
proper, and all chroniclers—Greek, Arab, Armenian 
and others—speak of it as Bulgarian and of the people 
who took part in the struggle as Bulgarians. It is 
positively certain that the original Bulgars never set 
foot in Macedonia, the population of which was for the 
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part Slav. The part which these Slavs took in 
; for the independence of the Bulgarian King- 
‘dom, and the name Bulgarians by which they are des- 
_ ignated, proves that the original Bulgars had by that 
_ ‘time been thoroughly Slavicized. Their name had bes 
- gemié synonymous with: that. of Slav, and. their king- 
dom in the eyes of the Macedonian Slavs was a Slavic 


kingdom, a kingdom of their own. 


garia, which at that time occupied the position of the 
most prominent Slavic State. [Both the government 


4. With the introduction of Christianity into Bul- 
-garia in the second half of the ninth century, the foun- 
dations of a literature were laid. It was the first lit- 


weave 

modem historians and philologists 
have proved beyond any doubt their Slavic origin. The 
late Czech historian, Prof. Jiretchek, who was a recog- 


nized authority on the history of the Balkan Slavs, 
says: 


fy. Two 
a Frankish tribe under the leadership of Clovis 
its conquests in Roman Gaul and established 


m among the Gallo-Romans, whom they sub- 
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the Frenchman still feels pride in his German name 
and does not consider it a derogation to his nationality 

to bear it. 
The other case is sail more to the point, for it is the 
part of what took place in the Balkan 


in a Russian chronicl 
we have mention made of a delegation of about twenty 
Russians who were sent to Constantinople, I think it 
was in the tenth century, to make a treaty with By- 
zantium. Of the names which are given of these peo- 
ple not a single one is a Slavic name; they are all 
a 


